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Objectives

u By the end of the session, you will 
be able to:
u cite concrete examples of 

translating teaching activities into 
scholarship

u list some core journals for publishing 
in health professions education

u describe strategies for making 
writing a habit
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The goal: to inspire you to write more

Why? What? How?
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The difference between guilt 
and shame is the difference 
between “I did something bad,” 
and “I am bad.”

- Brene Brown
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Why is it so 
hard to 
publish these 
days?
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What we may lack in trying to publish

TIME MENTORS CONFIDENCE MENTAL SPACE
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Journals 
aren’t 
helping
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Others aren’t making it easy

Submissions 
increasing

Better faculty 
development

Higher 
methodologic rigor

Predatory journals
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negotiatingmentoring
innovating

collaborating
designing

organizing

H-index?

impact

factor?
author
order? # pubs?
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Writing skills have 
deteriorated

6th grade
essay writing

sophomore 
seminars

writing your 
PS

clinical documentation
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Why publish 
in health 
professions 
education?
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Learners Organization 
of knowledge

Discovery Impact

CONTINUOUS
LEARNING

DISSEMINATION

Why you teach

CO-AUTHORS ANALYSIS
SYNTHESIS

PERSUASION
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Standards of rigor are admittedly lower

SRs

RCTs

Cohort studies

Case-control studies

Cross-sectional studies

Case reports

Editorials, letters

where many
educational

studies still exist
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Idea Experiment-
ation

Scalability

Hypothesis Investigation Evidence

Innovation is valued in medical education

BIOMEDICAL PARADIGM

MEDICAL EDUCATION (AND QI)
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You have done 
80% of the work 

already

Planning 

Resourcing

Getting buy-
in

Executing

Evaluating
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So where do I 
start?
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17

encouraging 
mantra

calendar to keep 
track of abstract 

submission deadlines

manuscript in 
draft sitting on top 

of the pile
committee 

work
staying on top 
of the literature

reminder about 
educational principles

curricula

document about 
expectations

self-review of 
physiology

18
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How teaching becomes 
scholarship

Scholarship 
of teaching 

and 
learning

Investigation
Peer review

Scholarly 
teaching

Evidence-based
Innovative

Good 
teaching

Effective
Purposeful
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Translating 
work into 
scholarship

annual 
lectures to 

fellows

book 
chapter

clinical 
review

novel 
teaching 
method

innovation 
description pilot study

framework perspective infographic
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u Scholarship vs. dissemination
u Research vs. other peer-reviewed 

publications

u Chapters and textbooks
u Evolving role of social media
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Step 1: 
What’s 
on your 
desk?
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Publishing opportunities have 
broadened
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Innovation reports are a common format

Early-stage work Local implementation with 
generalizable elements

Novelty >> evaluation

24
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Innovation reports across health professions journals

Journal of Research in Nursing
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MedEdPORTAL publishes educational innovation

u AAMC’s open-access 
MEDLINE-indexed journal

u Peer-reviewed medical and 
dental educational 
resources that have been 
implemented and 
evaluated

u Self-contained including 
materials
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Some caveats about submitting to 
MedEdPORTAL

u AAMC’s open-access, 
MEDLINE indexed 
journal

u Peer-reviewed medical 
and dental 
educational resources

u Includes all materials 
needed to implement

u Authors keep copyright

§ Must adhere to scholarly 
writing and ICMJE standards

§ Must have been 
implemented and 
evaluated

§ Materials must be packable 
and generalizable

§ Authors must own copyright
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Practical articles in health 
professions education journals
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Short-form manuscripts

JGME New Ideas – 600 words

Med Educ Really Good Stuff – 500 words

Clin Teach Insights – 800 words

Brief research reports – 600-1000 words
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One-
page 
papers

30



4/16/21

6

Journals that publish patient narratives

Academ ic 
Em ergency 

M edicine

Academ ic 
M edicine

Academ ic 
Psychiatry

Am erican 
Journal of 

Nursing

Am erican 
Journal of 
Psychiatry

Anesthesiology: 
M ind to M ind

Annals of Fam ily 
M edicine

Annals of 
Internal 

M edicine
BM J Canadian 

M edical Journal
JAM A JAM A Pediatrics

Journal of 
C linical 

Oncology

Journal of 
General Internal 

M edicine

Journal of 
Palliative 
M edicine

Journal of the 
Am erican 
Geriatrics 

Society

Patient 
Education and 

Counseling
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Perspectives =

Powerful idea +
Punchy title +
Persuasive tone

Perspectives =

Powerful idea +
Memorable title +
Persuasive tone
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Manuscript type <500 500-1000 1000-2000 >3000

Original research

Reviews

Brief reports

Innovation Reports

Perspectives

Case reports

Patient narratives
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Medical 
education 

journals

Acad Med
JGME

Med Teach
Teach Learn Med
Persp Med Educ
BMC Med Educ

Med Educ Online
Clin Teacher

Med Sci Educator
MedEdPORTAL

Educational 
research

Adv Health Sci Educ
Med Educ

QI journals
BMJ Qual Saf
BMJ Open Saf

Am J Med Qual

Clinical 
journals

Pediatrics
Acad Rad

JAMA
Acad Psych

Obstet Gyneco

Simulation 
journals

Sim Healthc
BMJ Sim
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Interprofessional 
journals that 

publish education

Eval Health Prof
J Cont Health Prof Educ
Patient Educ Counseling

Journal of Interprofessional Education & Practice
Rural & Remote Health

Journal of Health Care for the Poor Underserved
Journal of Interprofessional Care

Journal of Research in Interprofessional Education
Anatomical Sciences Education

Journal of Health Administration Education 
Journal of Allied Health

Journal of Healthcare Management

36
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Dept talk

Institutional 
talk

Infographic 
paper

National 
talk

Fr
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Hallway 
conversation

Well-worn 
framework

Narrative 
review

Talks

Hale et al. Adapting Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs as a Framework for Resident Wellness. Teach Learn 
Med 2019.
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Hours spent on 
creating videos

Robust study 
design

100% attrition

Perspective

Cooper et al. Flipping Out: Does the Flipped Classroom Learning Model Work for GME? JGME 2017.
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Step 2:

How could 
you turn your 
work into a 

paper?
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List some activities

• Committees
• Workshops
• Lecture
• New programs
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Which of these forms of scholarly 
work could this become?

• Brief research report
• Innovation report
• Perspective
• Narrative review

Clinical Competency 
Committee x x x x Perspectives – Chief Medical 

Residents as Coaches in Remediation

41

Writing for success

42
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Training and mentoring

WRITING 
COURSES

WRITING 
MENTORS

WRITING 
GROUPS

PEER REVIEW
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Build a writing team

Mentor Helper Nitpicker Visionary
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The activation 
barrier is the 
enemy…

Not your skills
reactants

products

EN
ER

G
Y

threshold state

PROGRESS
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Which of 
these stops 

you from 
writing?

u Time
u Energy
u Meetings
u Tasks
u Emails
u Texts
u Guilt
u Noise
u Hunger
u Messy desk
u Instagram

u Netflix
u Disney+
u Amazon
u Illness
u Family
u Pager
u Clinic notes
u Dirty laundry
u Appointments
u Pets
u Twitter

u Cooking 
videos

u Sleep
u Commutes
u Facebook
u YouTube
u Instagram
u Physical 

space
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Identifying your strengths
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Question 1 of 4

I am most comfortable…

A. in a teaching setting
B. in front of an audience
C. working independently

48
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Question 2 of 4

I see new ideas and I immediately…

A. want to apply them to my work
B. envision the future for my program 
C. want to test them out
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Question 3 of 4

I prefer to meet with…

A. trainees
B. thought leaders
C. collaborators
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Question 4 of 4

I prefer to be known as…

A. creative
B. inspirational
C. methodical
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“Types” of Educators

Innovator Leader Researcher

52

VenuesStrengthsType

Innovator communication, 
creativity

curricula, program 
descriptions, 
innovations

Leader vision, 
messaging

editorials, 
commentaries, 

consensus 
statements

Researcher methods, 
assessment

original research, 
systematic reviews
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