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e Generating a specific research question is an integral part of the overall research design.
e |t lays the foundation for the research study and informs each step of the study design.

Steps Examples

Identify an idea .
or problem Use local problems or ideas to formulate a general

question

A general research
question lays the e Problems, interests, or changes at your institution

foundation for the e |deas from reading medical education journals
entire study design.

Perform a
literature review

A literature review helps
identify what has already
been published and a
conceptual framework.

Generate a specific
research question

The general research
guestion is narrowed to
state the specific goal of
the study.

Develop a study design

The specific research
question and conceptual
framework identify study
variables and inform the
study design.

The “FINER" criterion is an example of available frameworks that can be used to “test” the specific research question.?

FINER research question Feasible
Is this question answerable with the resources you have available to you?

Interesting and Important
Is this question interesting to you as the investigator, as well as to the general health professions
education community?

Novel
Does the question add to the current body of knowledge?

Ethical
Can you answer this question without putting anyone at risk?

Relevant
Does the answer to the question matter not only at your institution but also at others?
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